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Chapter 11, the great Faith Hall of Fame.
Starting with a definition of Faith Hebrews 11:1.

Reminds the readers that it is through faith that the people of old found God’s approval.
Hebrews 11:2

Hebrews then presents numerous examples of people who had faith in God and what they
did as aresult:

v. 4 Abel from Genesis 4

v. 5 Enoch from Genesis 5:18-24

v. 7 Noah from Genesis 6:8 through 9:29

v. 8 Abraham from Genesis 12 through 25:8

v. 11 Sarah from Genesis 17-18, 21

v. 17 Abraham again. See above

v. 20 Isaac’s blessing from Genesis 27

v. 21 Jacob’s blessing from Genesis 48:12-49:33
v. 22 Joseph from Genesis 50:24-26

v.23 Moses’ parents from Exodus 2:1-10

v. 24 Moses from Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy

v. 29 The people of the Exodus generation managed to exercise faith until they got through
the Red Sea. See Exodus 14

v. 30 Joshua at the battle of Jericho from Joshua 6
v. 31 Rahab from Joshua 2 and Joshua 6:23-25

vv. 32-38 Then Hebrews lumps lots of the faithful together and discusses many people who
walked by faith in God. Some received honor and accomplished great things for God
through their faith in Him. Others suffered horrendously, but kept their faith. Hebrews
11:36-38 summarizes what happened to most of the prophets. Isaiah is the prophet who is
reported to have been killed by being sawn in half.

Hebrews 11 concludes in verses 39 and 40 that in God’s plan all of the faithful of old would
only come into the perfection of their faith with us who follow their example of faith by
following Christ.
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Chapter 12:1: The Great Cloud of Witnesses.

Chapter 12 applies the lessons to be learned by the examples of all the faithful down
through time to our lives today and exhorts us to follow their example by keeping and living
our trust in Christ.

12:2reminds us in brief the lessons the rest of the letter details.
12:3 urges us to “Consider Him” and the opposition He experienced while here on earth.

12:5-13 discusses how the Lord will use our pain and suffering as a way to discipline us- to
drive out of us wrong or sinful desires or habits, to help prepare us for a life in Heaven.

12:14-17 warns us to avoid a root of bitterness and to avoid the example of Esau who
treated his gifts as trivial and lost them as a result.

12:18-29 gives a final contrast between the old and new covenants and shows again the
superiority of the new over the old. A kingdom that cannot be shaken.



