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Truro Sunday School, March 16, 2025 

 

Hebrews chapter 9 shows the weaknesses of the Old Covenant’s sacrificial system. 

 

 

It could never change the sinner’s heart through the use of animal sacrifices. 

 

 

Hebrews 9:1-5 gives a brief overview of the place and furnishings for the sacrifices. 

 

 

Hebrews 9:6-10 discusses the actual offering of the sacrifices.  Verses 9-10 argue that the 
sinner is not changed by offering these sacrifices.  

 

 

In contrast, Hebrews 9:11-14 argues that Christ offers a better sacrifice which is offered on 
a better Altar before God Almighty.  Verse 14 shows the superiority of Christ’s sacrifice 
because it can cleanse the conscience of the sinful worshiper and wipe away guilt. 

 

 

Hebrews 9:15-22 discusses how the covenants were established and sealed through the 
shedding of blood and death. In the Old, they used the blood of various animals. In the 
New, Jesus uses His own blood to make all things clean in God’s sight. 

 

 

Hebrews 9:23-28 concludes the chapter with an explanation that Christ has entered into 
Heaven itself, thus into God the Father’s very Presence with the results of His sacrifice.  
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The Tabernacle Built by Moses in the Wilderness: See Exodus 25-27 for God’s 
instructions to build it. 

 

When set up, the Tabernacle was to face east.  

Comparing these two pictures, you can see that the Tabernacle was designed to be 
portable and lightweight for easy movement. The Temple was a magnificent building made 
out of stone and set on top of Mount Moriah at the northern end of Jerusalem , thus it is 
more ornate, richly embellished, and central to the faith of Israel. 

 

In both structures, God was said to dwell in the “Holy of Holies” in the middle of the Ark of 
the Covenant. The lid of the Ark was called the mercy seat. This is where the High Priest 
was to sprinkle the blood on the annual Day of Atonement. 
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The Temple in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus: 

KEY: 

A: The Holy of Holies  B: The Holy Sanctuary  C: The Court of the Priests: Only the priests 
may enter. Israeli men were allowed in once a year where they could walk around the Altar 
(1) and then immediately exit. No women were ever allowed here. 

D: The Court of Israel: only men were allowed here  E: The Court of Women: Both men and 
women were allowed here. 

1: The Altar  2: The ramp to the top of the Altar (It was about 15 feet tall). 3: The laver- filled 
with water for washing up after slaughtering the sacrifice  4: The slaughter area  5: Chamber 
of the Hearth  6:Porch- across the entrance to the Sanctuary.  7: The Nicanor Gate. 8: The 
Beautiful Gate- the main entrance for worshipers. It faced due east.  9: Chamber of Lepers- 
where you would go if you were healed of leprosy and wanted to be pronounced clean and 
thus able to rejoin the community.  10:Chamber of wood- logs for the Altar fire. 
11:Chamber of Oil  12: Chamber of Nazirites  13: Chamber of Hewn Stone  14: Chambers 
for Storage  15: Vestments chamber  16:Chamber of Baked Cakes for offerings 


